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WOMEN PARTICIPATE IN EVERY SPHERE OF LIFE in Oak-
land and are leaders in our community. Fifty two percent of 
Oakland’s population is female, 64.6% are between the ages of 
18 and 67, and 40% of Oakland’s female population speaks a 
language other than English.1 

ACCORDING TO THE FAMILY JUSTICE LAW CENTER OF 
ALAMEDA COUNTY a woman is abused every 15 seconds 
in the US. One in four women experience being beaten at 
some point in her life - usually by a spouse, boyfriend, or 
significant other. In Alameda County between 2001 and 2005, 
women comprised 72% of the victims in domestic vio-
lence-related deaths.2 We clearly have work to do.

IF ELECTED MAYOR, DAN SIEGEL WILL CREATE A COMMISSION ON WOMEN to develop an open dialogue on the state 
and status of women in the City of Oakland and how to improve their conditions. 

THE COMMISSION WILL CONCENTRATE INITIALLY ON ADDRESSING FOUR CORE ISSUES:

I.     Unequal Pay.

II.    Sex trafficking.

III.   High Infant mortality and training for child care.

IV.   Immigrant Women.

UNEQUAL PAY

ACCORDING TO THE WHITE HOUSE, WORKING WOMEN EARN ONLY 77% of what their male counterparts earn. This pay 
gap is even larger for African American women (64%) and Latinas (56%).3 The Women’s Commission will investigate this pay 
disparity and work with local organizations such as the Bay Area Equal Pay Collaborative to eradicate it in Oakland.

REPUBLICANS WHO VOTED AGAINST THE RECENT EQUAL PAY BILL IN CONGRESS claim that the pay gap exists be-
cause more women choose lower-paying jobs, such as teaching. However, according to Claudia Goldin, a labor economist at 
Harvard University, the pay gap comes from “differences within occupations, not between them.”4 Women are paid less than 
men at the same jobs.
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DAN SIEGEL HAS FOUGHT AGAINST EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION since he first began practicing law in the early 
1970s. He settled a case against the San Francisco Fire Department and negotiated a consent decree that guaranteed pro-
motions for both women and people of color, and won a judgment for a female CalTrans biologist who experienced sexual 
harassment in the workplace.5 Siegel is committed to leveling the playing field for all working women – the Women’s Com-
mission would expend every effort to help achieve this.

SEX TRAFFICKING

OAKLAND IS A NATIONAL HUB FOR THE COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN.6 The Commission will 
work toward ending such sex trafficking in our City and will persistently pressure law enforcement and engage special ser-
vices to rid Oakland of this practice.  Any child or teen caught up in the sex trade must receive comprehensive reintegration 
care, intervention, and safe housing and reentry services to allow her to retake her place in society, in the home, in school 
and in the community without stigma or punishment. No teen forced into sexual trafficking should be subjected to a criminal 
record, and a Siegel administration will ensure that the Oakland Police Department follows this policy.

THE COMMISSION WILL EXPLORE DECRIMINALIZATION OF ADULT SEX WORKERS, as has been successfully acco-
plished in New Zealand and parts of Europe.7

INFANT MORTALITY

THE US HAS THE HIGHEST INFANT MORTALITY RATE IN THE DEVELOPED WORLD at 6.7 per thousand births,
behind countries such as Japan at 2.6, United Kingdom at 4.8, and Spain at 3.5.8 Oakland has an infant mortality rate of 5.5 per 
1,000 births and African Americans in Alameda County have a staggering infant mortality rate of 11.7 per 1,000 births.9

TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF OUR CHILDREN, the Commission on Women would help provide resources for mothers to 
learn about proper nutrition, prenatal and postnatal care, contraception, body awareness, body autonomy, and aging, and for 
mothers and fathers to obtain parenting instruction and advice. Special focus would be placed on ensuring that these re-
sources reach the African American community. The ability to achieve academically begins with good health as an infant and 
attentive parenting. The Commission would make sure that our children have a good quality of life that is not dependent on 
income, race, or gender.
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IMMIGRANT WOMEN

IMMIGRANT WOMEN IN OAKLAND ARE PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE AND AT RISK. Many do not speak English and do 
not have the opportunity to learn, due to the City’s drastic cuts to adult education classes.10 Many immigrant women live un-
der the threat of deportation and may therefore be compliant with abusers to staunch the threat. They face threats of violence 
and of being reported to ICE, spouses can withhold visas and passports, and religious and cultural pressures can be used to 
control their lives. They can even face threats of genital mutilation, child marriage and, if married, bigamy.11 12

THE COMMISSION WILL DEVELOP OUTREACH TO WOMEN IN OAKLAND via churches, synagogues,
mosques and other religious organizations. It will translate educational materials, such as the ones planned for mothers of 
infants, into multiple languages. The Commission will reach out to families and friends of those at risk, sending representatives 
to talk to small groups where they congregate. Hospitals, clinics and medical offices can be asked to participate in distributing 
health related information.
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