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ALL OF US ARE EITHER IMMIGRANTS OR THE DESCENDANTS OF IMMIGRANTS, whether we or our ancestors came, 
willingly or unwillingly, across the Bering land bridge, the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean or the Rio Grande. However, an an-
ti-immigrant sentiment has taken stock in many parts of the country. It is horrible to contemplate children living in fear that their 
parents might be suddenly taken from their homes and deported. Yet this fear is what continues to traumatize our most recent 
immigrants, including our own neighbors, friends, and parents of our children’s friends.

AS MAYOR, DAN SIEGEL WILL DO EVERYTHING WITHIN THE CITY 
OF OAKLAND’S POWER to ensure that all of the City’s residents are 
treated fairly, equally and respectfully, regardless of when they came or 
their country of origin.

Siegel will seek to accomplish the following in  
order to improve conditions for immigrants:

1. Encourage broader “cite and release” policies.
2. Support an immigrant arrestee advocacy program.
3. Stop providing law enforcement data to outside actors.
4. Propose legislation to allow non-citizens to vote.
5. Expand access to healthcare.
6. Improve educational opportunities.
7. Promote banking services for low-income residents.

Encourage Broader “Cite and Release” Policies

OAKLAND IS OFFICIALLY A CITY OF REFUGE, which means that the police department and other City agencies are not sup-
posed to enforce federal immigration laws or use City funds to investigate people who have violated these laws.1 But Oakland’s 
classification as a City of Refuge is not sufficient to protect immigrants.

MANY WHO SHOULD BE “CITED AND RELEASED” according to California law2 are instead arrested and turned over by 
Oakland police to Alameda County. When this misguided policy is applied to immigrants, not only are they exposed to terrible 
conditions and potential abuse,3 they are also in danger of being taken into custody by federal agents. Dan Siegel will make sure 
that Oakland police institute broader “cite and release” procedures, which would result in fewer immigrants being handled by 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s department and exposed to federal scrutiny.
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1 Oakland City Council Resolution No. 80584. May 15, 2007. Retrieved from: http://clerkwebsvr1.oaklandnet.com/attachments/16374.pdf 
2 California Penal Code SECTION 853.5-853.85 http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=pen&group=00001-01000&file=853.5-853.85 
3 Massar, JP. “Just Because You Weren’t Dancing is No Reason For Us Not to Beat You Up and Then Throw You in Jail.” Daily Kos. May 14, 2014. Retrieved from: 
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2014/05/14/1298490/-Just-Because-You-Weren-t-Dancing-is-No-Reason-for-Us-Not-to-Beat-You-Up-and-Then-Throw-You-in-Jail# 
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Support an Immigrant Arrestee Advocacy Program

HOWEVER, THERE WILL OF COURSE BE TIMES WHEN AN IMMIGRANT IS ARRESTED ON SERIOUS CHARGES. Innocent 
or not, a detained immigrant can easily disappear into a deportation facility without his or her relatives being notified, resulting 
in much unneeded and unwarranted distress to his or her family.

AS MAYOR, DAN SIEGEL WOULD SEEK to work 
with local non-profit organizations to establish 
a program that assigns an advocate to each im-
migrant taken into custody. Advocates would be 
assigned to locate, track, monitor progress and 
treatment, apprise the arrestee of his or her rights, 
and make sure families remain in contact with 
the arrestee throughout the process of incarcer-
ation. Information recorded by the advocate will 
not become part of the police or ICE record. An 
advocacy team can include the immigrant’s legal 
team, family, social services, and any psychiatry 
and faith group, and would be allowed access to 
records if the person allows. Mistreatment will be 
reported directly to those responsible for over-
sight and to the advocacy team. This advocacy 
program may be run by a volunteer group, se-
lected and trained by a nonprofit that works with 
immigrants, and may receive City support. 

Stop Providing Law Enforcement Data to Outside Actors

OAKLAND’S POLICE CURRENTLY PROVIDE INFORMATION in the form of Suspicious Activity Reports, police records, license 
plate reader scans and other data to Federal agencies via regional Fusion Centers.

Oakland already shares information with the FBI through its participation in a Joint Terrorism Task Force... 
the Oakland Police Department and Fire Department staffed the Northern California Regional Intelligence Center 
in 2011 and 2012. 4

4 Kayyali, Nadia. “Update: EFF Fights Back Against Oakland’s Disturbing Domain Awareness Center.” Electronic Frontier Foundation. March 5, 2014. Retrieved from: 
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2014/03/eff-fights-back-against-oaklands-disturbing-domain-awareness-center 
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THE CITY OF OAKLAND has a contract to provide even more data to a private entity, Forensic Logic. According to its website:

… we have assembled the largest database of local law enforcement data in the country and matched it 
with some of the most robust and intuitive crime search and analysis tools ever built.5 

FEDERAL AGENTS CAN USE THIS DATA – some of which is about people who have committed no crime and may not even 
have been arrested – to target immigrants. This must stop. Oakland must live up to its classification as a City of Refuge and de-
sist from providing any information to federal, state or county authorities for use in deportations.

Propose Legislation to Allow Non-Citizens to Vote

MANY IMMIGRANTS HAVE NO VOICE IN CITY POLICIES BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO VOTE. While non-citizens cannot vote 
in California or federal elections, there is no California or federal law which prevents cities from allowing non-citizen residents to 
vote in municipal elections. In 1874, the Supreme Court noted that

 “citizenship has not in all cases been made a condition precedent to the enjoyment of the right of suffrage” 6

5 Forensic Logic. Retrieved from: http://www.forensiclogic.com/ 
6 Minor v. Happersett
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THERE ARE GOOD REASONS WHY NON-CITIZENS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO VOTE, as resident aliens “who are governed, 
taxed, and often drafted just like citizens…have a strong democratic claim to being considered members, indeed citizens, of 
their local communities,” 7 but no California municipality has taken advantage of this opportunity. In 2004, San Francisco voted 
on a provision to allow non-citizen parents of children in its school system to vote in school board elections, but it was defeat-
ed. Dan Siegel wants Oakland to make history and will propose legislation to make Oakland the first California municipality to 
allow non-citizens to vote in its elections.

ANOTHER IMMEDIATE CONCERN of Oak-
land’s immigrant community is health care. 
While the Affordable Care Act is now available 
to most California citizens and resident aliens 
who do not otherwise have access to insurance, 
the same is not true for Oakland’s undocument-
ed residents. The ACA specifically prohibits 
those who are undocumented from signing up 
for Medicaid or obtaining insurance through the 
healthcare exchanges.

FORTUNATELY, ALAMEDA COUNTY HAS A 
PROGRAM CALLED HEALTHPAC,8 similar to 
the Healthy San Francisco program across the 
Bay.9 This program provides medical care to 
those within the boundaries of Alameda County 
who cannot otherwise obtain it, including un-
documented residents. The program’s financing 
was recently extended when Alameda County 
residents voted to continue a ½ cent sales tax in 
June 2014.10 A Siegel administration would sup-
port and publicize the availability of HealthPAC, 
making sure that all of Oakland’s residents have 
access to the medical care they need.

DAN SIEGEL IS A STRONG SUPPORTER OF SB 1005, California legislation introduced in February 2014, which would en-
sure health insurance coverage for all Californians who remain uninsured because of ACA restrictions on eligibility.11 That 
proposal died in the legislature this year, but Dan Siegel believes it should be reconsidered next year. He is also a strong 
supporter of a universal single-payer health care system for the State of California, ensuring that all of California’s resi-
dents – no matter what county they happen to be in at the moment – are guaranteed access to medical care. Dan Siegel 
believes that “Healthcare is a right!”

7 Raskin, James. “Legal Aliens, Local Citizens: The Historical, Constitutional, and Theoretical Meaning of Alien Suffrage.” University of Pennsylvania Law Review. Vol. 141, No. 4. 
April 1993. Retreived from: http://web.archive.org/web/20070609094837/http:/www.sou.edu/polisci/pavlich/raskin_aliens.htm 
8 HealthPAC. Retrieved from: http://achealthcare.org/health-insurance-info/low-income-coverage-options/healthpac/ 
9 Healthy San Francisco. Retrieved from: http://healthysanfrancisco.org/ 
10 Chaussee, Jennifer. “Californian county votes in health services measure for illegal immigrants.” Reuters. June 4, 2014. 
Retrieved from: http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/04/us-usa-california-health-iduskbn0ef0y020140604 
11 Senator Ricardo Lara. “Senator Lara Introduces Health for All Act.” February 14, 2014. 
Retrieved from: http://sd33.senate.ca.gov/news/2014-02-14-senator-lara-introduces-health-all-act
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Improve Educational Opportunities

EDUCATION IS ALSO A RIGHT. However, Oakland has drastically cut education funding for adults in the last few years, thereby 
affecting immigrants in particular. Adult education funding was cut from $11.7 million in the 2008-09 academic year to $1 million 
for the 2012-13 year, and enrollment decreased from 25,000 adult school students to 1,000.12 The budget is so tight that the dis-
trict has taken to asking citizens to make donations to the adult education program.13 

DAN SIEGEL THINKS THAT THIS IS TOTALLY UN-
ACCEPTABLE. Education is crucial to those striving 
to climb out of poverty. English-language programs 
and other adult education classes give students the 
necessary skills to pursue their dreams. We must 
find ways to restore these programs.

AS MAYOR, Dan Siegel will hold weekly meet-
ings with the Superintendent of OUSD, with a top 
priority of restoring adult education funding. He 
has also pledged to work with the School District 
to open community centers in local schools, pro-
viding programs for children and adult education 
for their parents.

Promote Banking Services for Low-Income Residents

SOME OAKLANDERS, ESPECIALLY IMMIGRANTS, find themselves without access to banking services. Some are trapped in 
a cycle of payday loans, attempting to make ends meet month-to-month but sometimes falling short and falling deeper in debt. 
Payday loan companies prey upon those in such desperate circumstances by charging costly fees for services and usurious 
interest rates, up to and even beyond 1000% per year. 14

COMMUNITY CHECK CASHING, a non-profit organization in the Fruitvale, has offered below-market rate financial services and 
coaching, as well as access to capital, to low-income residents since 2009. The organization provides services that allow these 
residents to avoid predatory payday loan companies. From their website:

Our mission is to assist low-income and very low-income households, communities and businesses with 
increased access to capital and financial literacy by offering below-market rate financial services and 
products to the low-income, underserved and unbanked people in the neighborhood.15 

12 Snyder, Stephanie. “Adult education programs see major cuts in state’s largest districts.” California Watch. June 15, 2012. 
Retrieved from: http://californiawatch.org/dailyreport/adult-education-programs-see-major-cuts-state-s-largest-districts-16642 
13 Oakland Unified School District. “Support Our Programs!” Retrieved from: http://www.ousd.k12.ca.us/domain/2898 
14 Washington Post. “The trap of payday loans can lead to triple-digit interest rates “ Retrieved from
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/the-trap-of-payday-loans-can-lead-to-triple-digit-interest-rates/2014/03/25/ca1853dc-b471-11e3-8cb6-284052554d74_story.html 
15 Community Check Cashing. Retrieved from: http://www.communitycheckcashing.org/home 
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THIS NON-PROFIT MODEL SHOULD BE EXPANDED into more Oakland neighborhoods, saving those most in need money 
while providing access to no-cost or low-cost financial consultation. A Siegel administration would work to make that happen.

Immigrants Deserve to Live Without Fear

OAKLAND IS ONE OF THE MOST ETHNICALLY AND CULTURALLY DIVERSE CITY IN AMERICA. Every person in Oakland 
deserves to live without fear, with access to education and healthcare, with his or her culture respected, and the ability and op-
portunity to improve his or her life. As Mayor Dan Siegel will protect the rights of immigrants and non-citizens in Oakland.


