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PUBLIC EDUCATION IS A HALLMARK OF DEMOCRACY. The public school system, public school teachers and their unions 
are under attack, both in our country and here in Oakland, as educational 
funding and resources decrease. They are in crisis. 

OAKLAND’S PUBLIC SCHOOLS CAN OFFER HOPE TO OUR CHILDREN. 
They can be gateways to economic prosperity, to reducing violence in our 
city, and to unlocking a lifetime of learning for our students. A good school 
does more than just teach our kids reading, writing, and arithmetic -- it is a 
community center that gives soul to its neighborhood.

WITH OAKLAND’S ONGOING PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES, it is time that we 
look to the root causes of crime. Improving schools can be a key compo-
nent in our long-term approach to addressing poverty and violence
in our society.

UNFORTUNATELY, as adults, we continue to fail the children of Oakland. 
The intersection between the community’s priorities and how that commu-
nity chooses to spend its money tells the real story.

OAKLAND’S FUTURE DEPENDS ON THE SUCCESS OF OUR EDUCA-
TIONAL SYSTEM. Children must be prepared for productive work lives and full participation in society. Good schools are 
necessary for safety in our streets and for our young people to believe that they are loved, respected, and supported in their 
development as productive adults.

DAN SIEGEL, WHO SERVED ON THE OAKLAND SCHOOL BOARD from 2000 to 2008, believes that the City of Oakland and 
the Oakland Unified School System (OUSD) must work together to create an environment where all of Oakland’s children can 
learn and thrive.

Background

OUSD ENROLLED 55,000 STUDENTS IN 2000; TODAY THERE ARE ABOUT 37,000.1,2 Since Proposition 13 and the increas-
ing privatization and charterization of schools in our state, precious resources have been drained from public schools and 
devoted to these private enterprises and charters. In a vicious cycle, the remaining underfunded public schools and teachers 
are blamed for being unsuccessful and “ineffective.” 

IN OAKLAND, LACK OF RESOURCES led to the state’s takeover of the school district and the imposition of many private 
charter schools without public input or accountability. Oakland’s 40 charter schools enrolled about 12,500 students in 2013.3 
Charters have contributed to the draining of children, resources, and vital parent support from the public system.
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Dan Siegel served on the Oakland School Board 
for eight years and has received the first place en-
dorsement of the Oakland Education Association.

1 Oakland Unified School District. Fast Facts (2012-13). Retrieved from: http://www.ousd.k12.ca.us/cms/lib07/CA01001176/Centricity/Shared/Fast_Facts.pdf 
2 California School Information Services. Oakland Unified School District: Assessment and Recovery Plan Fifth Progress Report. November 28, 2007.
Retrieved from: http://fcmat.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2014/02/Oakland07.pdf 
3 California Department of Education. Retrieved from: http://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/ .
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OAKLAND’S CHARTER SCHOOLS enroll half as many special education students as Oakland Unified schools,4 and many 
charters cast out students with learning disabilities or behavioral challenges. More than one quarter of Oakland’s charter 
schools are racially or ethnically isolated and 80 percent or more of their students are from one ethnic group5 - charters
are contributing to the re-segregation of education. OUSD has also been unable to fulfill its legal responsibility to oversee
the charters.

ONLY 59 PERCENT of Oakland students graduate within four years of entering high school,6 compared with 80 percent state 
wide. We see more than half of Oakland children entering Oakland schools without vital early literacy skills and only 38 per-
cent of third graders read at grade level.7 It is not a coincidence that there is a correlation between graduation rates and test 
scores on the one side and wealth vs. poverty on the other. 

4 Ibid.
5 Ibid.
6 California Department of Education. Retrieved from: http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/CohortRates/GradRates.aspx?Agg=D&Topic=Graduates&TheYear=2011-12&cds=0161259000
0000&RC=District&SubGroup=Ethnic/Racial
7 Urban Strategies. “Oakland Reads 2020: Aiming for 85% of Students Reading at Grade Level by Third Grade.” 
Retrieved from: http://blog.urbanstrategies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/OR-Dashboard-V8.pdf

Source: California Common Sense
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NOR IS IT SIMPLY RHETORIC that many educa-
tors and community members refer to our educa-
tional policy for the urban poor, especially those 
of color, as being a “school-to-prison pipeline.” 
California and much of the rest of the country 
have devoted large portions of our tax dollars and 
resources to building new prisons and incarcerat-
ing our youth, while devoting less of our tax dollars 
and resources to our schools. This has created 
conditions that make it difficult to learn, such as 
overcrowded classrooms and a lack of basic 
instructional materials or even heat and chairs. 
Students who could otherwise succeed succumb 
instead to the miserable conditions imposed on 
them. The disparity between poor and wealthy 
school districts is demonstrated by the average 
Oakland teacher’s salary of $54,669 annually, 
compared with the statewide average of $68,030.8,9

Nine Steps to Improve Our Schools

DAN SIEGEL BELIEVES GOOD SCHOOLS REQUIRE well 
trained and reasonably paid teachers and staff. There must 
be sufficient resources to keep class sizes reasonable 
and for teachers to have sufficient time for planning and 
collaboration. All Oakland schools must have the support 
staff and counselors needed to provide complete academ-
ic support and to create positive school communities by 
replacing punitive justice with restorative justice that will 
keep our kids in school and out of prisons. Administrators 
must be focused on instruction and support of teaching 
and learning. 

A FULLY FUNCTIONAL SCHOOL SYSTEM IS CENTRAL 
to the success of any city. The City of Oakland does not 
directly control the funding of the public schools, but Dan 
Siegel, with his eight years as a member of the school 
board, has the experience to make a difference. 

8 Ibid. Oakland Unified School District.
9 California Department of Education. Average Salaries and Expenditure Percentage. Retrieved from: http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fr/sa/cefavgsalaries.asp 

Source: California Department of Education
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Dan Siegel (pictured here on the left) has nine ideas to improve our schools.
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If elected, Dan Siegel will aim to accomplish the following:

1. ESTABLISH QUALITY FULL DAY PRE-SCHOOL FOR ALL THREE AND FOUR YEAR OLDS.
A twenty-year study done in Michigan showed that every dollar spent on Head Start caused a seven dollar decrease in the 
costs of other public services such as policing, court costs, jails, and in the costs of further education.10 We will use all existing 
resources, including federal and state programs, nonprofits, and private providers and find additional funds to fill in the gaps. An 
investment in our children is a huge investment in the prosperity of Oakland.

2. SUPPORT IMPROVEMENTS IN 
TEACHER AND STAFF COMPENSA-
TION and measures to provide incentives for 
Oakland teachers and staff to remain commit-
ted to the Oakland schools by making it more 
affordable for them to reside in Oakland. Our 
teachers need to be supported. Oakland kids 
can no longer afford to have their teachers be 
the lowest paid in Alameda County.11

3. DEVELOP AFTER-SCHOOL PRO-
GRAMS FOR ALL CHILDREN. We will 
create community schools open afternoons, 
evenings and weekends to provide study space, 
recreational programs, adult education, and 
health programs to improve the lives of our cit-
izens. The City will allocate park and recreation 
and library personnel to help staff programs.

4. PROMOTE RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PROGRAMS throughout OUSD and the community. The Siegel campaign has 
a policy paper on restorative justice in Oakland that details these plans.

5. RESTORE ADULT EDUCATION IN THE CITY OF OAKLAND. In 2010, Oakland cut its adult education budget by 
more than 90 percent.12 Adult education is critical to many Oakland residents, especially those new to the United States. These 
programs must and will be restored. Job creation in these vital educational services will be explored in conjunction with the unions 
that currently represent school workers to ensure quality programs with credentialed educators. In addition, a Siegel administration 
will partner with the Peralta Colleges and expand successful programs such Laney College’s Culinary Arts Program. (The Siegel 
campaign has a policy paper on jobs which goes into more depth).

6. ADVOCATE FOR A REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH AND POWER IN SOCIETY so that those people and corpora-
tions with wealth have to contribute far more generously to public schools. Developers and investors who will profit from Oakland 
must also invest in our community for the common good. (Read more in the Siegel campaign policy paper on revenue).

 10 Strauss, Valerie. “How investing in paste and crayons can help save Detroit and other big cities.” The Washington Post. 
Retrieved from: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/02/14/how-investing-in-paste-and-crayons-can-help-save-detroit-and-other-big-cities/
11 California Department of Education. “Selected Certificated Salaries and Related Statistics, 2012-13.” 
Retrieved from: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/fd/cs/documents/j90summary1213.pdf
12 Snyder, Stephanie. “Adult education programs see major cuts in state’s largest districts. June 15, 2012. 
Retrieved from: http://californiawatch.org/dailyreport/adult-education-programs-see-major-cuts-state-s-largest-districts-16642 
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7. ADVOCATE FOR A MORATORIUM on the creation of additional charter schools and proper regulation of existing 
ones. We must find a way to guarantee that charter schools bear their proportionate share of students from all the diverse 
communities in Oakland; they must not discriminate against those with disabilities or who come from families of color or those 
lacking in wealth. We will make certain that charter schools meet state and local zoning and health requirements. We will push 
for the creation of effective financial disincentives for any charter school that does not incorporate the due process provisions of 
the Education Code, as well as agree to card check neutrality for the purpose of collective bargaining.

8. EXPLORE EFFICIENCIES OF SCALE by pooling City and OUSD resources in areas such as payroll services,
vehicle repair, and grounds maintenance. The City can help in finding new ways to prioritize money and resources for
the classroom.

9. FOR THOSE RETURNING TO OUR SOCIETY FROM INCARCERATION, we will support initiatives which allo-
cate resources for real rehabilitation: education and job training rather than shunning them and all but forcing them back to a life 
of crime.

AS MAYOR, DAN SIEGEL WILL MEET WEEKLY WITH THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS to facilitate cooperation 
between the City and OUSD. Together they will work on the implementation of these and other goals while exploring how the 
Mayor can be an effective advocate for Oakland’s educational system.

OAKLAND DESERVES 21ST CENTURY EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL ITS RESIDENTS. Mayor Siegel will make 
that happen.


